
2026 Youth Engagement Grants

Utah Children’s
Outdoor Recreation

and Education 

Outdoor Classroom 



Millions of $ in Grants for: 
-New Trails

-Restoration Work
-Water recreation

-SAR
-Safety Messaging

-Parks, playgrounds, pickleball and pools
-Campgrounds

-OHV Trails
-Planning

Division of Outdoor Recreation Funding 



Karen Bell - EKO Education
Specialist

karenbell@utah.gov

Youth Engagement Team

Caroline Weiler - Youth Engagement
Program Manager
cweiler@utah.gov

Ashley Brown- EKO Program
Specialist

abrown2@utah.gov



1500 participants
12 events





Grants offered by the Utah Division of
Outdoor Recreation with goals to: 

Empower
Youth

Connect
Students

with Nature

Teach New
Skills

Foster
Stewardship



Up to $15,000 per
Application

18 Month Contracts

20% Suggested
Match (some can be

in-kind)

Application
Opens September

2nd

Closes October
17th

Need to Know



Educational Institutions -
Charter, Public, Montessori,
Private
Non-Profits
Local Government - Cities,
Counties, Recreation Districts
Tribal Governments

Eligibility
Grants are open to:



Outdoor
Classroom

Outdoor learning has been shown to 

Reduce Stress
Build Confidence

Develop Social Skills
Foster Creativity
Build Resilience
Lower Anxiety

Improve Attention



Amphitheaters
Pergolas
Picnic Tables
Pollinator Gardens
Landscaping
Involve students in plan!





UCORE Activities
Nature Discovery:  

Birdwatching 

Junior naturalist activities 

Nature study (including

scientific-oriented

activities) 

Outdoor stewardship

activities 

Planting a seed   

Stargazing/astronomy  

Wildlife viewing 

Wildlife photography

Trail Activities:
Backpacking
Bicycling (all types)
Equestrian (trail)
Hiking
Off-road vehicles

 (UTV or ATV)

Trail running

Outdoor Adventures:
Outdoor adventure challenge

      course
Camping
Canyoneering/rappelling

Climbing (all types)
Navigation and/or geocaching

      biathlon)

Skateboarding
Slacklining

Outdoor yoga

Shooting Sports (archery, biathlon)

Water Sports 
 Boating (motorized) 

 Canoeing/kayaking/rafting 

 Fishing (all types) 

 Sailing 

Snorkeling/scuba diving 

 Stand-up paddleboarding  

Outdoor swimming

Winter Sports:
Ice Skating
Snowshoeing
Skiing (all types)
Snowboarding



UCORE Eligibility Costs



UCORE Projects
Hunter High Goes Outside



Bears Ears Partnership

Seven Creeks
Walk



Park City Day School
Tooele Education

Foundation



BUDGET AND
APPLICATION OVERVIEW

PORTAL LINK

2026 YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
RESOURCES

https://utdnror.my.site.com/portal/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xXT9xhqd-CKyhN62X1x3SJeKZBiYMF3o?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xXT9xhqd-CKyhN62X1x3SJeKZBiYMF3o?usp=drive_link

